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Record year for many Newfoundand rivers-

If the Exploits River in Central
Newfoundland isanindication of things
tocome, we'll bejumpingfor joy many
timesover in coming seasons.

Look at those 2010 figures! The
combined total of salmon through the
BishopsFallsfishway and angled catch
totaled 50,000. That’sright, 50,000!
This is significant because the ‘05 -
‘09fiveyear averagestood at 31,130

Near by Campbellton River had 4,281
thehighest count ever and up fromthe
3,653 of 2008.

On the Great Northern Peninsula,
Torrent River moved up theladder with
5,580 compared to the ‘05 -’ 09 five
year aver ageof 4,453.

Even little Corner Brook Stream had
147 compared with 93 in 2009.
Considering it’s only supposed to
support 50 fish, this is really
something. Of these, closeto 50 were
over 63cm. InLabrador thingsweren't
sorosy. Sandhill dropped from afive
year averageof 4,938tojust 1,976 and
ParadiseRiver from 433to 180.

So, what caused this? Arctic ice is
being blamed because it was late in
leaving the coast. Could be, but who
really knows?

Changesarecomingtothesalmon plan
in 2011. Largefish retention will no
longer be permitted anywhere in
Newfoundland and Labrador. DFO
announced thisat recent meetings of
the Salmon Advisory Committeewhere
it was endorsed by almost everyone
attending.

With stocksin therecovery stagethis

will mean mor eegg deposition on the
spawning bedsand theanticipation of
increased runsfor thefuture. A good

way tothink, wouldn’t you say?

DIDSON ano go and a go!
Stock assessment isagiven if salmon
stocksaretobeaccurately managed. A

of amor eaccur ate assessment.
SPAWN feelsthat every largeriver in
the province without a fishway or
counting fence should haveelectronic
monitoring such asDIDSON. But we
arerealistic! Thecosttodoall rivers
would be prohibitive, given they are
about $100,000 asmack. All the same,
futureDFO and Provincial budgets

Torrent River fishway guests

new tool for DFO’sScienceBranch to
usein assessment wastohavebeenin
placethe summersof 2009 and 2010
on Eagle River, Labrador. The Real
Property divison of DFO couldn’t come
up with the necessary facility for
housing equipment and staff, so the
Eaglewasplaced on hold again.

DIDSON: Dual-frequency
| Dentification SONar. Twounitswere
purchased and tested on Eaglein 2008.
It doeslook likeit will be operational
on Eaglein 2011. At last, pendingthe
unforeseen, we'll havethepossibility

should allow for moreunitsso accur ate
management can expand.

Thentherehastobeconsideration for
who will operate them and all the
related logistics.

Hey gquys, if the Eagleisn’t a go this
year how about movingtheequipment
to the Humber River??
Accommodationswouldn’t beaproblem
and asone of thelarger riversin the
province with a largerun of salmon,
we d liketoknow how theriver isreally
faring.
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Deadwater Brook Project: A+ all the way!

Froadom /

In 2009 agroup of ten volunteer swent
to Deadwater Brook on the Upper
Humber totry to open adebrisblock-
age. Tons of materials washed down
duringfloodshad piled up, totally block-
ingtheriver towater craft and hinder-
ingtheannual Atlanticsalmon migra-
tion.

Thegroup did manageto open a sec-
tion, yet they realized human power
wasn’'t enough tofix theproblem. So,
SPAWN applied for fundingthroughthe
ASCF (Atlantic Salmon Conservation
Foundation) and wer esuccessful in ac-
quiring $13,000 thisyear.

After the per mitswer eobtained from
Govts aheavy equipment contractor and
two experiencelogger swerehired. The
loggers provided access to the site
while West Coast Sand and Gravel
supplied an excavator with an extended
boomtodothejab.

Since a picture is worth a thousand
words, we'll them tell thestory (R).
Oneconcern wasthat the equipment
might cause disturbance by goingin
theriver. Not so! Theoperator removed
trees from the North bank, built a
“bridge” - travelled tothe South side,
cleaned it up, cameback and then did
theNorth side, never onceenteringthe
water.

Pr oof of thesuccesswasevident where
wesained adult fish for theFish Friends
program. Wesaw morethan ever before.

It’ spossiblesomesmaller salmon may
havebeen getting thr ough under neath
thedebrisbut two4foot behemothswe
saw certainly wouldn't have They made
everythingworthwhile!

Next, we' relooking at removingtheold
log-boom piers from the Humber

estuary.

.

Top: Before...The massive debris
blockage as seen looking
downstream

Middle: After - How it looked
when the work was completed |

Right: Rosalyn Smedley of ASCF
presents SPAWN President John
McCarthy with a cheque to cover
project costs. SPAWN contributed
several thousand dollars.

(Thanks as well to DFO habitat and
enforcement staff +volunteers for
helping this come true!)




/Books Available
Through SPAWN

Don Hustin’s salmon book Rivers of
Dreamsisavailablethrough SPAWN
Don isdonating $10from each saleto
our organization.

It chronicles the rape of a valuable
Newfoundland and L abrador resource
from 1700 to 1949. Not all doom and
gloom it also has many stories from
“old-timers who saw the best of the
anglingalongwith plenty of old photos,
many never printed.

We are also carrying his first book.
Brown Trout and Rainbow Trout - A
journey into Newfoundland waters.

It takesreader sright from thedaysof
thefirg introductionsof Rainbow and
Browntrout tothisprovince- Basically
the who, what, where of fish culture
science. Plenty of anecdotestold and
photosof someof the huge Browns (28
Ib!!, for example) caught on theAvalon
Peninsula. Thebookssell for $29.95
each. Theshippingwill becalculated

onceweknow your address.

Superheroes 4 Salmon recently
introduced their new campaign
“Justice for Wild Salmon” to reveal
which salmon farms contain fish
afflicted with infectiousdisease. The
group will be examining various
feedlotsacr ossBritish Columbia (BC).

Superheroes 4 Salmon has dared
companies such as Marine Harvest,
Cermaq and Griegto publish all their
disease data since 1992 on-line
through apublicregister.

“Come clean on disease,” demanded
Captain Condom. “If the salmon
farming companies do not allow
government inspectorson site then we
will deploy our superpowers to beam
the torch of truth on their disease-
ridden feedlots.”

“1f Norwegian-owned feedlots refuse
to dish the dirt on disease or use
protection such asclosed containment
then they should know when to pull
out,” hecontinued.

N

Our efforts were appreciated!

| saw ontheNTV newslast night the
report on your endeavour tocleanup a
river in Corner Brook.

| wanted to commend you on doing a
great job. Too often the news spends
itstimeand our energy on reporting
thebad in thisworld. It can be very
disheartening. It wasapleasureto see
someone locally caring for our
province.

I moved from St. John’s to CBS
(Conception Bay South) many years
ago and spent my time going around
my neighborhood picking up the
gar bage. People back then thought |

Can Sal-Man insisted that when
Norwegian-owned salmon feedlotsrun
without the proper licenses, impede
accessto gover nment inspector sand
refusetopublish all their data, they are
perpetrating a crimeagainst Canada.

“How long will the public allow
privately-owned companies from
Norway to get away with murder here
in BC?" heasked.

Batman assured that Superheroes 4
Salmon would inspect 130 feedlots
throughout BC’ scoast.

“What a joke that the BC Salmon
Farmers Association (BCSFA) have
just volunteered to Justice Cohen
diseasedata for only five yearsfrom a
measly 21 sites. And yet the public is
still kept in thedark,” he noted.

Spider-Salmon accused the BCSFA of
spreading half-truthsand coveringup
secrets, infectious diseases and
parasites. He urged the Cohen

wascrazy but wewereraised to keep
our land clean. Both Mom and Dad
instilled in us the beauty of
Newfoundland and that each and
everyone of us is responsible for
keeping it that way. Today my
grandchildren havethesamevalues.

Thank you for believingin our province
and for helpingtokeep it so beautiful.

K athieCoombs

Thank you for your kind words
Cathy...Makesit all worthwhile! -
editor.

Don’t messwith our wild salmon!!

Commission to demand total
transpar ency on thelnternet through
apublicregister and disecasedatabase.

“Superheroes are needed to save the
planet from the global menace of
Norwegian feedlots,” said Wonder
Salmon. “Every one of us has the
power to defend wild salmon from
attack by sea lice parasites, chemical
weapons, infectiousdiseasesand alien
Atlantics. Do you have the courageto
be a superhero for salmon?”

Captain Condom, Can Sal-Manandthe
Super her oes4 Salmon will bevisiting
salmon feedlots in the Broughton
Archipelago, Wild Salmon Narrows
and Clayoquot Sound and callingonthe
Cohen Commission in Vancouver.

Thegroup hasalsoasked other “ finned
crusaders’ globally tojoin the cause
aswell.

FIScan beaccessed on-lineat
www.fis.com




Detectives investigating the theft of
rare bird skins from the Natural
History Museum in Tring charged a
US man in connection with the

incident.

The Hertfordshire constabulary
website reported that " Detectives
investigating the theft of 299 rarebird
skinsfromtheNatural History Museum
in Tring have charged a man in
connection with the incident. Edwin
Rist, aged 22, from the USA, hasbeen
charged with burglary and money
laundering offences. Police have
recovered the majority of the bird
skins" (Ristisdescribed asafly-tying
prodigy)

HertfordshirePolicesaid officerswere
called tothemuseum on Akeman Sreet
in Tring, Herts, which belongsto the
better-known L ondon museum, after
reportsof a break-in on June 24 last
year.

The skins largely included rare and
brightly-coloured tropical specieslike
maletrogonsand quetzalsfrom South
America aswell asbirdsof paradise
from New Guinea, presumably destined
for usein Rist'sawar d winning built-
wing Salmon flies.

Thepublicpart of theNatural History
Museum at Tring, in Hertfordshire,
opened in thelate 1800sto housethe
collections of Lionel Walter, second
Baron Rothschild and offers
outstanding examples of nineteenth-
century taxidermy at itsvery best. The
Museum wasbequeathed tothenation
and becamepart of theNatural History
Museum in 1938.

The Bird Group and ornithological
resear ch collectionsweremoved out to
Tringinthe1970sintoapurpose-built
building, which is separate from the
public museum. The ornithological
specimens are used in studies of
comparative anatomy, osteology,

g

(Skilled Fly Tyer charged with theft of
rarebird skinsat UK Museum

zoogeogr aphy, ecology, conser vation,
art, archaeology, taxonomy, evolution
and a variety of other subjects. For
example, much of theknowledgeof bird
distributionsinAfricaisderived from
these specimens.

The ornithological collections are
among the largest and most
comprehensiveintheworld. Thereare
approaching 750,000 bird skins

il

representing 95% of known extant
species, with type specimensfor over

8,000 taxa.

Blacker-Wood col-
lection at M cGill

It may surprise you to know that
another of theworld’sfinecollections
of ornithological information and
specimens may be seen at McGill
Univerdty, Montreal!

According to the McGill on-line
backgrounder; Dr.CaseyAlbert Wood,
a McGill graduate, had a very
successful career intheUnited States
as an ophthalmologist. (Wood was
known as*“ The Birdman of McGill")
Hisinterest in the differencesin the
eyesof birdsand humanseventually led
toabroader interest in or nithology and
it was he who in 1920 founded the
Blacker-Wood Collection as an
ornithology library with asupporting
collection in vertebrate zoology. The
focusof thelibrary gradually cameto

incorporate all aspects of zooIo@
except entomology.

From 1920 until hisdeath in 1942, Dr.
Wood had theprincipal responsibility
for acquiringmaterialsfor thelibrary.
Under hisguidance, Blacker-Wood be-
cameoneof North America'sprincipal
resear ch collectionsin zoology. Among
thespecial collectionsare: thelvanow
collection of Persian, Arabicand Urdu
manuscripts, theGurney reprintson
crustaces, thear chivesof theMontreal
Natural History Society, 300 manu-
scriptson zoology, over 3,000 folders
of letter sfrom 19th and 20th century
naturalistsand over 10,000 paintings
and drawingsof animals.

The collection also includes the
Feather Book of Dionisio Minaggio,
which ismadeentirely from theskins
and feathers of birds. The McGill
Library'sDigital Collectionsinclude
imagesof thebook availableon-line.
By openingtheweb pagesyou can get a
full appreciation for the detail in
Minaggio'swork. | didn't seeit at fir g,
but then it struck me- Theleaves on
the trees and the trees/branches are
depicted with thefeather sof thebird!
Clever devil, that Dionisio!

You can seeit here:
http://digital.library.mcgill.ca/
feather book/

M cGill’sRedpath M useum

TheOrnithological collection numbers
approximately 1500 specimens; it
contains representatives of 25 of the
27 orders of birds. The collection of
older, mounted birds came from the
Natural History Society of Montreal
when itsmuseum closed in 1926. The
collection possesses specimens of
several extinct species, amount of an
immature male Labrador Duck
(Captorhynchus labradorius), a
Carolina Parakeet (Cornuropsis
carolinensis), isolated bones of the
Dodo (Raphuscucullatus), and several
endangered species, including the
Eskimo Curlew (Nmenilusborealis).

)
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New tags get huge endor sement!

It's not very often the Province, Feds
and user groups agree on something.

Reviewsof the new salmon tag system
introduced thisyear endor sed it asone
that ismaking a big difference on our
rivers. About theonly onesthat would
obj ect would bethepoacher swhowere
reopeningtheold tags.

What we've been hearing at various
meetingsthat SCNL/SPAWN attended
wasthereweren’t asmany anglersin
placeswhereyou would normally see
quite afew. It appearsthat because
people had to notch out the date and
month afish wascaught, they couldn’t
smply show up with areopened tagany
mor e. So, oncethey had their allowed
guotathey had toleavetheriver and,
best of all, weren’t reopening tags so
they couldn’t comeback totakemore.
Wededuced theremust havebeen more
abusethan previoudy thought.

Don Hutchens (second from left), SCNL President, presents examples of our
new salmon tags at the Atlantic Salmon Federations Board meeting in New
York earlier thismonth. L-R: Rick Warren, Chair ASFUS, Michael Meighan
Chair ASF Canada, Bill Taylor President ASF. The new tagswerewell received
by all participants at the meeting and they congratulated NL Government for

eliminating the abuse and reuse of the older tags.

For thebenefit of those not familiar
with theNewfoundland and L abrador
salmon tags, they arenow comprised of
atwo part tagwhich must beinserted
through thegills'mouth and thelocked,
plus-and her€ stheBI G PL US-ancther

section of it that requires anglersto

cut out thedateand month of thecatch.

Province leading the way

As Don Hustins, SCNL President so

rightly pointed out to hiscounter parts,
in Newfoundland and L abrador someof
theconservation measuresin placefor

salmon angling are: Single-hook-only
and bar bless-hook-only havebeen in
placefor 15yeard!; Noretention of the
largesalmon on theldand part of the
province and in 2011 no retention of
lasrge salmon in Labrador; River
classifications which determine the
retention limits. Only threeriversin
the province are Class 1, allowing 6
fish for the season. Others may be
Class 11 - four fish retention, Class
111 - twofish retention and Class|V -
releaseonly.

Thereisalsoalimit on how many fish

may bereleased in aday.

Weareseeingthenumber sof released
fish climbing, a good indication that
moreand moreanglersarerealizing
how important this is. Yes, there is
some mortality, with the figure 10%
being tossed about. That’sstill 90%
of thefish living, togo on and SPAWN.
This is far more important in
conservingfor thefuture.

At SPAWN -WeCarel

South Coast sailmon rivers“ Threatened”

COSEWIC (the Committee on the Sta-
tus of Endangered Wildlife in Canada)
isacommittee of experts that assesses
and designates which species of wild-
life are in danger of disappearing in
Canada.

One the areas of concern on the
Klsland of Newfoundland isthe South

small section of thisarea. Thereis
reason for more concern pertaining to
aquaculture. Northern Harvesters has
requested a permit to proceed with
development of aland-based AQ
operation to produce smolts for bay
D’ Espoir.

Coast.

“The south Newfoundland
population segment, including the
Conne River, has been assessed as
threatened.” Among the stated
threats are poor marine survival,
illegal fishingin somerivers, and the
presence of salmon agquaculturein a

Cont’d page 8
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More than ever the Province's Inland
Fisheries Enforcement section is
proving that a dedicated team
approach is the way to go.

We've maintained for yearsthat in
order tobeeffectivein theprotection of
our salmon and trout stocks the best
approachistohave ONE well trained
agency. Let DFO handlemarinewaters
and | FE look after inland waters. The
two could cooperate in joint-
enfor cement at times, asthey do now
fromtimetotime. SinceDFO currently
has the responsibility for protecting
fish stocksand isthereason for them
contracting out theGuar dian Program,
there snoreason thefunding couldn’t
be transferred to the Province. The
Provincecould report annually to DFO.

Let’sfaceit - |FE hasshown it’squite
capable of running an enfor cement
program. And, let’salsofaceit - DFO
started a movement to get out of the
Guardian Program year sago, mainly
becausethey didn’t want to be paying

torunit. After thesecond year of the
“experiment” they changed therules
sothat thegroup runningit had tohave
amillion dollar sin assetsand then had
to have a “field office” - So whilewe
camein handy” to suit their needs, we
wer enow effectively out of theloop.

Thecontract then went totheBSGSDA
(Bay S. George South Development
Assoc.) until DFO changed thecriteria,
again, so that they couldn’t quality
either and only firmslike SeaWatch,
Shannahan’s Security and Beothuk
Datamet their criteria. Thisiswhat
DFO wanted in thefir st place.

The bottom line is that the well
orchestrated plan worked - DFO was
both in and out of inland enfor cement
at thesametime!

By contracting out they had private
companies running the program yet
still reportingtothem. Thisgavethe
per ception that they wererunningthe

program.

Dedicaled Infand enfoncement is the way To go!

Thisyear wasanother successful year.
Sadly both | FE and DFO concur that
they probably only get 5% of the
poachers!! Thechart below showsthe
violations, chargesetc., by IFE up to
December 2010.

DFO did havesuccessin appr ehending
poachers in coastal waters and the
Guardianswor ked at timeswith | FE and
Fishery Officer son joint-enfor cement.

Problems still exist. For example
Guardiansdon’t havethesamepowers
as|FE. There salsoadifferenceiswhat
chargescan belaid by | FE ascompared
to DFO fishery officers. It'stimeall
thisfoolishnesswasironed out. After
all, the focus for everyone is to nail
poachersand cut violations.

Theway it canwork properlyisfor DFO
tohand over the Guardian fundingto
theprovinceand havethem operateit
under the IFE umbrella. In the
meantime, DFO could concentrateon
marinewaters- wherethey are most

benefits. By orchestrating the
PROVINCIAL INLAND FISH ENFORCEMENT
FISH RELATED VIOLATIONS IN 2010
(As of December 10, 2010)

VIOLATIONS | CHARGES| INDIVIDUALS | CONVICTIONS | INDIVIDUALS CASE TOTAL
(uzltl:g:iv Zf:girrg::)& LAID CHARGED CONVICTED FILES FINES

BEFORE

THE

COURTS

358 260 122 105 70 47 $79000

contracting out they relieved
themselvesof that responsibility.

This isn’t something SPAWN is
making up! We know thisfor a fact
becausewewer eappr oached by DFO
initially toruntheprogramin our area.
Tobetruthful,what happened wasthey
set thecriteriasothat wecould qualify

-

It wasformer Premier Danny Williams
who saw there wasn’t enough being
donetoprotect stocksand that’ swhen
thel FE cametobe. Intheyearssince
they becameinvolved, asan arm of the
Dept.,. of Justice, fundingincreased -
staffingincreased and they expanded
evenmoreintoL abrador.

effective. There's no reason in the
world wecan’t havethebest fisheries
enforcement team inthecountry. All
it takesissome cooper ation.

“There are those who make things
happen, those who watch what
happened, and those who wonder what
happened”

J
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PWCs must be regulated

Following complaintsat the SPAWN of -
fice about safety issues on the Humber
River asrelated to Personal Water Craft
(PWC) operation, we decided to inves-
tigate.

Jet boats and Sea Doo type craft are
using the river more and more. During
the angling season it's an unnerving
experience to be standing in the water
when one of these zooms by at high
speed. When an angler isdeepin apool
the wake from watercraft could put the
person in jeopardy.

Director Keith Cormier set up ameeting
with Coast Guard and theRCM Pto talk
about it. “They are both aware of
safety issueson the Lower Humber, but
pointed out that everyone hasthe same
right of usage. The main point form
their point of view on the matter isthe
safety issue.”

Keith reported: As an organization
SPAWN isconsidered a special interest
group and as such any application by
us would not receive favourable
response on the matter. It needs to be
driven by the communities who live on
theriver, i.e. the town of Seady Brook
or the community of Little Rapids.
SPAWN or any other organization can
support the effort, but cannot
spearhead it.

Both federal agencies favor having a
speed limit on the entire Lower Humber
River if one comes into effect, rather
than having sections unrestricted.
They also feel that well placed signage
and public service announcements
would more than likely reduce speeds
for a vast majority of users. They are
thinking in the 15-20 km speed limit
for the entire Lower Humber.

What seems to upset most anglers is
thetotal disregard the et boat operators
show for anyone else. Thentoo there's
the important point of these craft
barreling around theriver at atimewhen
themainAtlantic salmonrunison. The
L ower Humber has many pools where

salmon spawn, so it'svery likely these
craft are disturbing them. Your editor
contacted the ever-helpful Area
Director for DFO'sWestern

nests, but that overall breeding success
is not likely affected. It was also
suggested that posting signs
indicating that there is

The above picture is shown only to emphasize “ speed” and “ wake”
and is not intended to portray any particular model of jet boat

Newfoundland and Southern labrador ,
John Lubar, who quickly followed up
and responded with the following
information:

“1 have consulted with my colleagues
in Habitat Protection and
Conservation & Protection regarding
the disturbance personal water craft
(PWC) may be causing salmon in the
lower Humber River. The consensusis
that it would be difficult if not
impossibleto prove disturbanceto fish
habitat. The biologists report that
while PWC activity is likely having
some effect on salmon behavior, there
is no real science directed at the
relationship between PWCs and
(spawning) salmon/ fish behaviour. A
cursory review indicated that very few
studies have documented direct
impacts of boat activity on individual
fish behaviour or mortality. A few
studies have demonstrated that boat
activity can disturb fish from their

sensitive fish habitat in the area would
have some moder ating influence on the
behaviour of some boat and PWC
operators. Even if it takes two years,
pursuing a speed limit designation
with Transport Canada may be a
worthwhile effort.”

Thenext step

The best avenue may be to pursue an
enforcement solution viathe provincial
Department of Environment and
Conservation. TheWildlife Regulations
enacted under the WildlifeAct provide
that:

Harassment of wild life Section 106:
A person shall not operate an aircraft,
motor vehicle, vessel, snow machine
or all-terrain vehiclein amanner that
will harassany wild life.

We Il keep you posted asthisfile
progresses.
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Between book-writing and sitting at
the helm of SCNL, President Don
Hustins, now in his second two year
term, doesn’t have a lot of spare time
from April to December. The other
three months are spent away from the
snow, omewhere warmer - but the
emails keep coming as he fingers the
pulse of SCNL activities from a
distance.

Weasked himto sharehisNL report to
ASF’sBoard, of which heisamember,
representing thisProvince. Work isn't
something he shuns and we are
fortunate to have him as our leader:

“Thepast year hasbeen another active
onefor Council. Weattended avariety
of meetings with federal-provincial
officials and presented our case to
improvethemanagement of salmon and
trout stocksin theprovince.

Thereweremany good signsfor wild
Atlantic salmon stocks this past
season. First and foremost returnsto
most rivers on the Island were up
considerably with the exception of
ConneRiver. However, countingfence
datafor Labrador reportsadecrease
in returns. Affiliates were active
working on a number of projectsas
follows: developing stewardship
groups, restoring salmon habitat ($1
million spent on ExploitsRiver system
removing 900 cor dsof pulpwood in an
8km stretch of river thepast 5years),
decomissioning construction access
roads, and therestoration of Rattling
Brook River. Removal of a debris
blockageon theUpper Humbner River.

In addition DFO completed the
recongtruction of theupper TerraNova
River fishway with an expenditur e of
$1.5million.

The Atlantic Salmon Conservation
Foundation allocated $300,000in the
region with $64,000 for five projects
inthisprovince. Council continued to
implemented the ‘Hook and Release’

.

educational program under the $3,500
grant received from the ASC
Foundation.

SALMONMANAGEMENT

Council presented a number of
recommendations to DFO at the
Salmon M anagement Plan Working
Group meeting in October 2010, the
Salmon Advisory Committee meeting
in November 2010and at theL abrador
Salmon Advisory Meetingin February
2010. Recognizing that stocksof wild
Atlanticsalmon in Newfoundland and
Labrador havenot rebounded sincethe
1992 and 1998 moratoriums and
stocksremain low compared tohistoric
levelswerecommended thefollowing:

1. Thereshould be noincreasein
theharvest of any fishery for wild
Atlantic salmon.

2. Continuewith management
measur esthat prevent theharvest of
salmon 63cm or greater ininsular
Newfoundland and halt retention off
all largesalmon in therecreational
fisheryinLabrador.

Both of theserecommendationswer e
accepted by the Minister. M ost
importantly Minister Sheahasagreed
tohalt theretention of largesalmon by
anglersin Labrador in 2011. Council
haslobbied for thischangefor several
years.

Other issuesCouncil continueto
wor k on with DFO areasfollows:

Busy year for SCNL and President Hustins

- Extended angling season to
October 7inmorerivers.

- An education programfor proper
catch and releasemethodswith
special emphasisplaced onthe
importanceof releasing grilse.

- Completion of stewardship
p olicy.

- Labrador Riverscurrently
Unclassified should bestudied to
ascertain an appropriate
classification.

- Scheduling about 100 small rivers
to protect salmon stocks.

- Completion of the River
Classification Policy.

In addition, Council wassuccessful in
gettinganew tagimplemented in 2010
and new regulations regarding
“PassingtheRod”, both of which have
saved thousandsof salmon.

I ncreased member ship
Council’smember ship expanded by 5
membersthisfall with agroup from
Southern Labrador (the first in
L abrador), theNorthern Peninsulaand
three bands of the Federation of
Newfoundland Indians. Council also
opened dialogue with the Labrador
NunatuKavut (former MetisNation)
at Council’sannual general meeting
this September.

While returns to rivers were up in
2010, wearestill alongway from the
historical returnsand much moreis
needed to conserve salmon stocks.
Much more action is required in a
number of areas. Council continuesto
lobby the Federal Government for
additional funds in research and
protection; adoption of management
measur es which are based on sound
science; promotion of angler presence

Continued on page 8 -

J
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member ships

Your application isenclosed and
welook forward tohearingfrom
you!

2010 saw our member shipsrise
to the highest level in 10 years.
We say thanks to all who
supported our cause. Wedon't
havealot towork with so every
penny counts.

Wouldn’t it benicetoreach our
historicmember ship level of over
1,000.

With the emergence of new
environmental, salmon
conservation, and water shed
groupsaround the province, we
lost members (all to good local
causesmind you). SPAWN isthe
only onewith amagazinewritten
by and for anglers in the
province.

Pleasetakethetimeto complete
your 2011 application.

By theway, our 2010 SPAWNER
isjust about sold out! Readers
like what they are seeing and
we'll do our best again thisyear
toimproveonit.

Special thanks to our editor,
ChesL oughlin, who by the way
celebrated his 80th birthday in
September. Heisan examplefor
all of us. We are indeed blessed
to have his committment to
Atlanticsalmon in thefor efront
and proud-tobeassociated with
one whose energy has set an
examplefor ustofollow.

Threatened - Cont’d

While SCNL hasbeen askingfor land-
based salmonid AQ for yearsand are
pleased thesmolt production facility will
bejust that, thefact thesmoltswill be
sent to sea-cagesat Bay D’ Espoir isn’t
good news. The main salmonid AQ
operationsin theprovinceexist there
and they aresmack dab inthe" Areaof
concern” named by COSEWIC

Asfar aswecan gather, theplanisto
expand production at Bay D’ Espoir. I f
thesea-based operationsar ethe cause
of declining wild salmon runs there
(ConneRiver in particular) thenthere
hasto be concern that expansion will
further reduce the numbers of
returningwild fish.

It’ stheold caught-between-a- r ock-and-
a-hard-place scenario, in more ways
than one.

One one side of a triangle is the
conservationist faction - on another
sideistheAQ industry, whilethethird
side has politicians trying to weigh
employment with their popularity.

Could it bepossiblethat they’ll place
wild salmon ahead of far med salmon and
thejobsthat gowithit? Not very likely.
L et’sfaceit, the possibledemiseof the
Conne River salmon could be only
legacy someof them will leave- andit’s
not apleasant thought.

Hustin's- Cont’d

on rivers; the cessation of the
uncontrolled fishery off &. Pierre;
thescheduling of small river swhich
havesustained runsof salmon; and
the implementation of the Wild
Salmon Palicy.

A number of issues are on-going:
Council supported theNorrisArm
Economic Development Associations
effortstorestoretheRattling Brook
River with salmonand wroteMinister
Sheaon thisin October 2009.
Council continuesto interact with
ASF and Regional Council’s in
implementing ASF’'sStrategic Plan
toconserveand protect sailmon.
Council continuesto interact with
DFO to ensure that the Didson
camerawill beoper ational tomonitor
theEagleRiver in 2011
Council and ASF made a joint
submission to the environmental
assessment regar ding the Southwest
Pond Aquacultureproposal.
Council and ASF launched a joint
appeal to the Minister of
Environment’sdecision to approve
Kruger'sFiveYear Harvesting Plan
for Districts14-15and that we have
been supporting the efforts of the
Coalition for Sustainable Forest in
NL to secure better forest
management practices.

Don Hustins

President SCNL

-

The SPAWN Newsletter is written
and compiled by Keith Piercey.

For a .pdf copy of the newsletter,
which is in colour, please use the
SPAWN email address. Members
get the Newsletter first by mail.

| wish tothank all those peoplewho
supported usin any way;

ASF, DFO Science Branch and the
Dept. of Justice (IFEP) for your
knowledge, guidance and support
duringtheyear, aswell asthe many
individuals from wide and far. We
hopeyou had agreat summer.
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Contact information:
spawn@nf.aibn.com
wWww.spawnl.ca
Ph: 709-634-3012
Fax: 709-639-4091
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